
THE MERCY OF GOD 

 

 

The healing of the leper. Commentary on Matthew 8: 1-4 

 

1. A man with leprosy came: As Jesus is walking with a multitude around him, the 

leper approaches him... How does he come closer, since a leper had no right to be 

close to people? Let us look at the relevant instructions and rules in the Book of 

Leviticus in the Old Testament. What he does is forbidden, affects others and can 

spell trouble for him. But he approaches, maybe in fear, but he hopes for the mercy 

of Jesus.  

2.  If you are willing, you can make me clean: His words are simple, direct, to the 

point. He demonstrates his respect, his faith in the supernatural power of Jesus, his 

pain and his hope. We can see that he is a man of faith, who fights, does not despair, 

dares to do something which others in his place would not dare to try.  

3. Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. ‘I am willing’, he said... What 

does Jesus do? He touches him and tells him yes, I am willing... The worst thing He 

could do. He touches a leper, in breach of the rules applying in society and religion. 

This indicates the freedom and authority of Jesus, but there will be a price for Him. 

Not everyone will be pleased about it.  

 

Through his attitude, Jesus indicates the following: 

Α) He accepts and defends the leper before everyone, because those who try to react 

against the leper are instantly silenced as soon as they see the master talk to him and touch 

him. Many are shocked or scandalized. 

Β) If the leper takes a step towards Jesus, Jesus takes two towards him, as he touches him in 

order to speak to him, even though this was not necessary. He generously responds to the 

leper’s boldness to approach him.  

C) This mainly reveals God’s mercy; namely, it indicates that God’s mercy is above any other 

rule, in this instance it is the distinction between clean and unclean, so irrelevant to us, but 

so important for Jews and the largest part of the world today. Mercy is above distinctions 

and exclusions. It is as if Jesus is saying: now is the time of mercy.  

 

4. See that you don’t tell anyone. Why the silence? In folk tradition, the purpose of 

miracles is to demonstrate the power of the miracle worker. In the Gospel, by 

contrast, Jesus often commands silence. The healing is not carried out in order to 

impress or to convince. It is done out of mercy, so as to heal and encourage, to save 

someone. Mercy is discreet.  

 

Are we the kind of people who wish to get to know and get closer to Jesus?  

Can we, do we want to, say ‘Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean?’ 

Do we want Jesus to touch us? 

Do we believe that the mercy of God can bridge all distances? 

Do we want to touch the different ‘lepers’ we encounter? 

Do we wish for silence and discretion in works of mercy?  
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